
 
 

  
  

17 August 2020 
 
Dear parents and guardians 
 
Today NSW Health released ‘A guide to NSW school students for Term 3’, which outlines in detail the 
updated rules that all schools must adhere to until the end of this term. It can be found on NSW Health’s 
website at https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families. I have also attached a PDF for your 
convenience. NSW Health have increased restrictions on schools which, while disappointing because we 
have been working well within the current restrictions, at least clarifies for all schools what is and is not 
allowed. 
 
Although you can read the updated requirements for yourselves, I alert you to the following points: 
 

• All students should be at school unless they are unwell or have a medical certificate which states 
that they are unable to return to school due to an ongoing medical condition and the expected 
timeframe. We will contact parents this applies to this week. 

• Schools will make arrangements for students and staff who present unwell or who have flu-like 
symptoms to be sent home (we already do this) AND the student/staff member will need to 
provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test result before being permitted to return to school. We 
appreciate your support in this.  

• Interschool sport activities must remain within the local community or zone; schools must not 
travel outside of their local community area.  Mr Yanitsas (senior school) and Mrs Cairns (junior 
school) will advise the relevant families of any changes to current sport arrangements.  

• All group singing (choirs) and/or other chanting activities, as well as the use of wind instruments in 
group settings, are not permitted (special arrangements are in place for HSC students).  
Mr Gresham (director of music) will advise the relevant families of any changes to the current 
music program. 

• School formals, dances, graduation or other social events are not permitted. Schools may hold a 
Year 12 assembly at school without parents to recognise the completion of school. This is 
disappointing news for our Year 12s, their parents and for us because it means we will not be able 
to go ahead with our plan for an outside, socially-distanced Valedictory dinner.  However, we will 
do everything we can to make the Year 12 Farewell celebrations the best they can be within 
current restrictions. Mrs Clancy will contact parents in due course to outline our new plans for a 
Year 12 Farewell.  

• Parents/carers and other non-essential visitors are not allowed on the school site (we currently 
request this).  In addition, P & F meetings and events, parent/teacher meetings (unless involving 
serious matters) and staff professional learning must be online only. 

• School camps, excursions and orientation days are on hold. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families


 
 
 

 

   

Please also note that NSW Health has reiterated that: 
 

• Physical distancing of students is not required under the AHPPC guidelines, although students 
should stay within their relevant cohort group where possible. 

• Schools are not required to conduct widespread temperature screening or mandate the wearing of 
a mask. Our policy is that staff and students may wear a mask if they wish to do so. 
 

Whatever our views on these tougher restrictions, they are in place and we must follow them. We will 
endeavor to make every school day valuable and enjoyable for the girls, while keeping the school 
environment as safe as possible. Our priority now is reworking our Year 12 Farewell plans within the new 
guidelines. 
 
Further information about the status of upcoming events will be sent to you during the course of the term. 
Please do not hesitate to contact any one of us if there is anything you wish to discuss in more detail. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr Julie Townsend 
Headmistress 
 


