
 

  

  

13 October 2021 

 

Dear parents and guardians 

 

Re: Installations of CO2 sensors and standalone air purifiers 

 

I would like to provide you with an update on what the school is planning and rolling out in support of the return to 

face-to-face learning and having our students back on campus. As we learn to live with, and adjust to living with 

COVID-19, we must do the same with our classrooms and learning spaces and provide our students and staff with a 

healthy environment. With that in mind, our plan involves each classroom at St Catherine’s to have CO2 sensors and 

standalone air purifiers installed. 

 

Over the past few weeks, we’ve tested CO2 sensors in classrooms across campus. Installation of the sensors is now 

underway in each classroom, shared staff offices and the boarding house, and will provide us real time data on CO2 

levels and air quality in our rooms. The sensors have a traffic light indicator which illuminates based on the levels of 

the particular room. If levels are normal, the sensor is not illuminated. When the levels increase and are getting high, 

the sensor illuminates yellow. When the sensor reads past the recommended levels, it illuminates red.  

 

Each sensor will be given a specific location which will allow the school to monitor and track levels. During our 

testing, when the levels went up, simply opening a window saw the air quality levels return to normal. It’s impressive 

technology and I have attached a data sheet for your information. St Catherine’s will be the first school to implement 

this system here in Australia.  

 

Additionally, the school has ordered standalone air purifiers for each classroom, shared staff offices and the boarding 

house. The first batch of air purifiers should arrive by Monday 18 October, with the balance of the order arriving by 

end of October/early November. The air purifiers are the same model being rolled out across schools in Victoria and 

come fitted with HEPA filters.  
 

https://www.samsung.com/au/air-care/air-purifier/ax7500k-air-purifier-with-3-way-air-flow/ 

 

When we are able to open windows for fresh air, we should do so. As the weather changes and doors and windows 

are needing to be closed, this is when we can utilise the air purifiers more often. 

 

Lastly, our maintenance team is ensuring the classrooms with operable windows are in good working order and if not, 

repairing them as needed! 

 

I am confident with these measures in place, the school is doing everything it can to ensure we provide a healthy 

working and learning environment for our staff and students. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Barry Madden 

Facilities Manager 

https://www.samsung.com/au/air-care/air-purifier/ax7500k-air-purifier-with-3-way-air-flow/

